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MELBOURNE,Mon. AAP — Searches continued

today for aircraft which disappearedin unusual circumstances

in differentareas of the South Pacificat the weekend.

One is a SolairBritten
Norman Islander

with 11 peopleon board
which is believedditched

inthe
Solomon

Sea off Guadalcanal.

The otheris a Cessna

182whichlostcom-
munications

in
Bass

Strait after its 20-year-

old lonepilotreported

beingharassedby a
UFOon

Saturday

night.
The

twin-engined
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by
Solair,

the

Solomon Islands subsidiary

of PNG's Talair,

was on a routineflight

betweenthe islandsof
Rennell and Bellona.

The
pilot, captain

Michael Maynard,sent
a radiosignalthat he
wasbeing forced

to

ditchin the sea.
Hegaveno

reason,

but it was stormyat
thetime,andthe
plane

is
believed

to
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haverun out of fuel.

Other Solair aircraft
(theairlinehas a fleet

of five)beganan immediate

searchand
continuedtoday without

success.
SolairManaging

director,

Mr Paul

Brown,said chancesof
finding survivors were
very slight.

A
Royal Australian

Air Force Herculesarrived
from Queensland

aboutmidnight

last

nightand joinedin the
searchtoday.
A FrenchAir Force

plane from New Caledonia
wasalso

expected

to help.

CaptainMaynard,34,
a Queenslander,joined
Solair only recently.

He is marriedwitha

and his wife is expecting

theirsecond

child.
The Japanesevisitor

was believedto be an
archaeologist.His name
has not been released.

The accidentwas the
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firstin Solair's10 year
history.

The Bass Straitsearch
for 20-year-old

Frederick Valentich
was steppedup today.

Valentich reported
being buzzedby a mystery

craft minutesbefore
having engine

troubleand losing
radio contactwith Air
Traffic Control in Melbourne.

The young but experienced

pilotwas on
a lone flightto King
Islandvia Cape Otway
from MoorabbinAirport

on Saturdaynight.
Guido Valentichbelieves

his son may
have been takenby an
unidentifiedflying object.

Mr Valentichjunior
told air trafficcontrol

he was beingcircledby
a strangeflyingcraft
as he flewroundtrying

to identify it.
Later he reported
that the objecthad
vanished,then that he
was having engine problems.
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Then radio contact
was lost.

Valentichhad been
hand pickedas an air
traininginstructor "because

he was no fool,"

the man who chose
him said today.

Squadron Leader
Ronald Grandy said
Valentichwas level-

headedand couldhold
his tongue.

Sqn-Ldr Grandy said
Valentichwas "commonsense

on legs"and
this is why he had
chosenhim to instruct

at the Air Training

Corps headquarters in
Melbourne.


